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Potentials for local energy planning today 

Local energy planning has already been in the EU agenda the last years 
through different initiatives 
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The Covenant of Mayors 
5162 local authorities have signed 

81 local authorities in Greece 

 
 
 
 The Pact of Islands 

64 local island authorities have signed 
19 local island authorities in Greece 

 
 
 
 



Covenant of Mayors and Pact of Islands 

The benefits 
 
 Priority access in European and national financing instruments for the support and 

realization of local sustainable actions 

 Acquisition of know how through the sustainable energy planning process with the 
support of specialists like the Joint Research Center (JRC) 

 Recording of the current state of the local authority regarding energy consumption, 
infrastructures, ownership setting the foundations for a better organised and 
visionary local authority  

 Promotion of the area as a front runner in the fight against climate change 

 Networking with local authorities in EU who share similar visions 
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Covenant of Mayors and Pact of Islands 
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The commitments 
 

 Set goals beyond the EU 20-20-20 for the geographical area of the local authority 

 Submit a Sustainable Energy Action Plan one year after the signing 

 Submit an Implementation report every two years after the submission of the SEAP 

 Mobilise the local citizens to participate in the development of the SEAP 

 Promote the initiative to other local authorities  



Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) 

 
The SEAP is the energy strategy of the local authority 

 

SEAP contents 
 The vision of the local authority 

 Description of the local authority 

 The administrative structures and financial resources to support the SEAP 

 Baseline energy and emissions inventory 

 Description of actions and measures 

 

The SEAP is a dynamic tool and is subjected to changes and updates on the way 
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Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) 

Action planning sectors 

 
 Buildings, equipment/facilities/lighting 

 Transport 

 Local electricity production 

 Local district heating/cooling 

 Waste and waste water management 

 Land use planning 

 Public procurement of products and services 

 Working with the citizens and stakeholders 
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Participatory energy planning 
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Participatory energy planning 
The SEAP process 
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Phase Role of the local society 

Initiation 
• Pressure on political authorities to take action 
• Express their views, explain their role 
• Participate in the SEAP steering committee 

Planning phase 

• Participate in the definition of the vision, express their view 
on the city’s future 

• Provide input and data, share knowledge 
• Define priority sectors  
• Participate in the elaboration of the plan  
• Pressure on political authorities to approve the plan 

Implementation phase 
• Implement measures that are under their responsibility 
• Make sure the authorities are doing their part  
• Change behaviour 
• Voluntary/Collective work 

Monitoring and reporting phase 
• Provide data 
• Participate in monitoring groups 
• Demand to be frequently informed 
• Participate in plan updates 



Ownership – Control – Financing  

Financing instruments for the actions implementation 

EU says 

 Revolving funds 

 Third party financing schemes 

 Leasing 

 Energy service companies (ESCOs) 

 Public private partnerships 

We say 

 Renewable energy cooperatives (RESCoops) 

 “People based company” 

 Crowd-funding 
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Good example 

Re-powering community-owned wind park on Nasudden, Gotland, Sweden 

In late 80’s first community owned wind park was reality 
 135 families of the Nas village raised 2mSKr. (ca. 270.000€) 

 (2+7) 150kW turbines 

In mid 90’s private projects focusing on windiest areas were initiated 
 Farmers with low-productivity land found themselves owners  of valuable grounds 

 The lucky ones got rich but their neighbors became spectators 

 An application for an offshore wind park with no local return resulted to a 5-years court struggle. At 
the end although the project was permitted it wasn’t anymore profitable 

In mid 00’s the repowering idea came up 
 Municipality had set rules about the wind turbines space arrangement  

 Single applications were rejected - Wind park owners had to unite 

 Land-lease agreements for all farmers of the area not only the ones owning land of high wind potential 

 Environmental consent for large scale wind turbines 

 Today 27 new turbines are erected owned by the Nas community citizens 

 The community receives 27.000€ annually for common improvements of the village 
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Key issues 
- Flat terrain 
- Low productivity land 
- Electrically interconnected 



Good example 

Offshore wind park, Samsoe, Denmark 

Main points 

 10 wind turbines 

 20% owned by local citizens 

 Citizens decided the location of the wind park. Not the windiest location! 
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The local society reply to the questions posed to them 
 

 

They can be asked to accept the installation of a large-corporate wind farm 

OR 

They can be asked to participate in the local energy planning process 

 

Thank you for your attention 

 
kkomninos@cpd-consultants.com 
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